Ozone production by dermatologic phototherapy equipment.
Phototherapy is an extremely effective and popular physical modality used by many dermatologists to treat a wide variety of cutaneous disorders. The major dermatologic journals frequently have articles on new applications for phototherapy. The science of photobiology has advanced rapidly over the last ten years and probably will continue to do so. One fact that should be kept in mind when using an ultraviolet light apparatus is the possibility of the generation of ozone, a toxic gas. In this study, a number of devices commonly used by many dermatologists in phototherapy were monitored for ozone production. Although some of the equipment examined can produce ozone, it is produced at very low levels, dissipates quickly, and poses no health threat.